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Mission: The Student Opportunities for Academic Research 
(SOAR) program will provide opportunities for innovative 
collaboration with faculty and staff in ethical research, 
scholarship, and creative activities that prepare undergraduate 
students to be lifelong learners in their professions and 
communities.

Vision: The SOAR program will facilitate and showcase 
innovative undergraduate student research, scholarship, and 
creative activities that promote lifelong learning through 
advanced research and ethical service. 

SOAR: Mission & Vision



Goals:
● Increase undergraduate student interest in research, scholarship, and creative activities.
● Develop undergraduate student skills in designing and conducting ethical research, scholarship, and 

creative activities. 
● Engage faculty, staff, students, and the community in interdisciplinary research, scholarship, and 

creative activities.
● Showcase undergraduate student research, scholarship, and creative activities.
● Increase the number of students participating in research through graduate programs.

Student Learning Outcomes:
● Students will understand the processes for effective development of research, scholarship, and creative 

activities.
● Students will ethically design and conduct research, scholarship, or creative activities in accordance 

with appropriate professional and community guidelines.
● Students will present their research, scholarship, or creative activities to a professional or community 

audience.
● Students will reflect upon how they will use experience with undergraduate research, scholarship, or 

creative activities to enhance their professions or communities.

SOAR: Goals & Learner Outcomes



SOAR: Web Portal



SOAR: Web Portal



SOAR: Application Framework

http://soar.vcsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/SOAR-Scoring-Rubric-2016.pdf
http://soar.vcsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/SOAR-Scoring-Rubric-2016.pdf


SOAR: Awards Database

http://soar.vcsu.edu/?page_id=460
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zibhqgwAffC5OSy-HPrbXHoAeE-eMsDLhI3q2sQ6hTo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1zibhqgwAffC5OSy-HPrbXHoAeE-eMsDLhI3q2sQ6hTo/edit?usp=sharing


SOAR: Awards Database
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SOAR: Awards Database



SOAR: Budget Model

Description Unit Cost Units Request

Projects $1,000 7 $7,000

Project materials $250 7 $1,750

SOAR Gala $400 1 $400

NCUR Membership $850 1 $850

Total $10,000



SOAR: Opportunities 

● Established infrastructure for administering RFP cycles

○ Goal to support 12-14 projects annually.

○ Special Summertime programming.

● Strategy for  Student and Faculty Retention and Recruitment

○ NSSE High Impact Practices for Freshman/Seniors

● Complementary to other High Impact Practices @VCSU

● SOAR as a model for broader NDUS implementation


